ACC/M1
Academic Committee
Minutes of the first meeting of the Academic Committee which took place on Monday, 16 July 2007 in the Boardroom, HETAC Offices, 26/27 Denzille Lane, Dublin 2 at 11:00 a.m.

PRESENT:
Chairperson:
Prof. Tom Boylan

Secretary:
Dr. Bryan Maguire


Ms. Bernadette Farrell



Ms. June Hosford



Ms. Marion Palmer



Rev. Darren McCallig


Dr. Diarmuid O’Callaghan

APOLOGIES:

Dr. Carol Gibbons



Ms. Tine Holm


Mr. Tomás MacEochagáin

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Joe Cox (Items 4 and 7)

Dr. Peter Cullen (Items 7 and 9)

Ms. Kathy Lantry (Item 7)


Ms. Mary Sheridan (Item 4)

Ms. Caitríona Lawless

1. Committee Business
The Secretary, Dr. Bryan Maguire (Director of Academic Affairs, HETAC) opened the meeting by welcoming the Committee Members and thanking them for accepting the Council’s invitation to join the Academic Committee.  Dr. Maguire gave a brief outline of the background of the Committee and the business which fall into its remit.  Dr. Maguire introduced the Academic Committee’s Chairperson, Professor Tom Boylan who also welcomed members to the first meeting.
The Committee AGREED that should matters arise where a Committee member would have a specific interest, the member would remain at the meeting to provide information if required but would withdraw from the conversation and decision.

The Committee ADOPTED, subject to the confirmation of the Council, the draft Terms of Reference circulated as ACC/A1/1.1.

The Committee AGREED the proposed dates for Academic Committee Meetings 2007/2008 circulated as ACC/A1/1.2. including the amended date of 15 October 2007 for the next Committee Meeting.  The Committee also NOTED that the dates outlined for meetings in 2008 are subject to the finalisation of dates for Council Meetings in 2008.
The Committee REQUESTED the Director of Academic Affairs to draft guidelines for the operation of the Committee e.g. protocols regarding conflicts of interests, calling meetings, the fact that decisions are generally taken by consensus etc., in order to aid the transparency of the Committee.

The Committee NOTED that its membership and Terms of Reference are subject to review by the Council after one year.  The Committee AGREED that a list of indicators should be drafted for adoption for the year, in order to quantify the Committee’s work.

2. Awards Standards
The Committee NOTED that the Council at its meeting on 27/28 May 2007 had adopted a consultation document for the development of Standards for Complementary Therapies, the closing date for the consultation process is the end of July 2007.  The Committee NOTED that the result of the consultation process should appear on the Agenda for the October 2007 meeting of the Academic Committee.  The Committee REQUESTED that the Executive should consider the development of standards for the Humanities/Arts area.
3. Recognition of Professional Awards for Alignment with National Framework of Qualifications
The Committee NOTED that the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland, NQAI (The Authority), has developed a process for aligning profession awards/bodies with the National Framework of Qualifications, a process in which HETAC has a role in carrying out the recognition of same.  The Committee NOTED the report on the evaluation of the application by the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) circulated as ACC/A1/3.1. and the Committee AGREED the professional qualification of the ACCA should be aligned at Level 9 of the National Framework of Qualifications, without reference to an award-type and REFERRED the decision to Council for confirmation.  The Committee SUGGESTED that the Executive should examine methods of communicating decisions such as this to stakeholders at a local level.
4. Institutional Review Reports
The Committee NOTED and AGREED with the recommendation of the report, circulated as ACC/A1/4.1. of the Delegated Authority Evaluation Group that authority be delegated to Athlone Institute of Technology to make awards in respect of research programmes at Level 9 of the National Framework of Qualifications in the specific fields of learning of life and physical sciences, mechanical and polymer engineering and social care.  The Committee NOTED that the Executive had been in contact with the Director of the Institute following recent press coverage of the resignation of the Head of the Child and Youth Care Learning Centre at AIT and had been reassured that the Institute’s application for delegated authority at Level 9 in the social care area had relied on the input of a number of academics and the Institute was moving to replace the staff member as soon as possible as concerns were expressed regarding the effect to critical mass as a result of the loss of the staff member.  The Committee REQUESTED that the Executive remain in contact with AIT regarding the filling of the vacant post, but AGREED to proceed with the delegation of authority as set out above.  The Committee NOTED that this review had not constituted a review of the operation of delegated authority at Athlone IT.
The Committee NOTED that a policy on the training of panel members and chairs was being drafted and would be ready for external consultation this Autumn.  This policy is being developed as a result of the recommendations of the Expert Panel which carried out the Review of the Performance of HETAC under the European Standards for Quality Assurance and under Section 9 of the Qualifications (Education and Training) Act 1999.  The Committee ALSO NOTED that a one year report on the implementation of the recommendations of the Expert Panel was due later this year.
The Committee NOTED and AGREED with the recommendation of the report, tabled as ACC/A1/4.2. of the Delegated Authority Evaluation Group that delegation of authority to Letterkenny Institute of Technology be extended to make awards for taught programmes up to and including Level 9 of the National Framework of Qualifications.
5. Academic Quality Enhancement Guidelines
No business.

6. Quality Assurance Procedures for Agreement
The Committee NOTED the reports of the meetings of the Quality Assurance Agreement Panel on 14 May 2007 and 25 June 2007, circulated as ACC/A1/6.1. and ACC/A1/6.2. respectively.  The Committee REQUESTED that the Executive circulate to Committee Members, the document on ethical issues which had been presented to the QA Agreement Panel at its meeting on 25 June 2007.  The Committee NOTED that all potential new providers who contact HETAC seeking accreditation are given briefing sessions etc. prior to submitting an application to HETAC.
7. Validation of Programmes of Higher Education and Training
7.1. Newly Validated Programmes under Delegation of Authority
The Committee NOTED that a policy on the determination of credits for particular minor awards which may be operated at several Institutes with variances in the credit weightings, will be developed shortly.  Conventions for the titling of Minor and Special Purpose Awards are also subject to ongoing national discussions.  All award titles and programme titles should be considered provisional.
7.1.1. Cork Institute of Technology
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.1.1. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes as specified in the document circulated:
Major Awards

Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) in Biomedical Engineering (Level 8)
Bachelor of Business in Business Administration (Level 7)

Special Purpose Awards

Certificate in Quality Assurance (Level 6)

Certificate in Seamanship (Level 6)

Diploma in Professional Supervision in Social Care (Level 8)

Certificate in Counselling Skills (Level 6)

The Committee ALSO ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes, without confirmation of titles and credit weights:

Special Purpose Awards

Diploma in Quality Management [Part 1] (Level 7)

Diploma in Quality Management [Part 2] (Level 7)

Certificate in CISCO Certified Network Associate (Level 6)
Diploma in CISCO Certified Network Professional (Level 7)

Certificate in CISCO Wireless LANs (Level 6)

Certificate in Computer Hardware and Operating Systems Fundamentals [CompTIA A+] (Level 6)

Certificate in CompTIA Networks+ (Level 6)
Certificate in CompTIA Server+ (Level 6)

Certificate in Novell Certified Linux Professional (Level 6)

7.1.2. Dundalk Institute of Technology

The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.1.2. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes as specified in the document circulated:

Major Awards

Masters of Arts in Music Technology (Level 9)

Masters of Science in Music Technology (Level 9)

Bachelor of Business in Business Information Systems (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Biopharmaceutical Science (Level 8)

Bachelor of Business (Hons) in Event Management/Hospitality Management/Tourism Management (Level 8)

7.1.3. Institute of Technology, Blanchardstown
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.1.3. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes as specified in the document circulated:

Major Awards

Bachelor of Business (Level 7)

Bachelor of Business (Hons) (Level 8)

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Business with Information Technology and a Language (Level 8)

Bachelor of Business (Hons) in Information Technology (Level 8)

Bachelor of Engineering in Computer Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) in Computer Engineering (Level 8)

Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) in Mechatronics (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science in Computing in Information Technology (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing (Level 8)

Bachelor of Engineering (Level 7)
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) (Level 8)
The Committee REFERRED the proposed:

Postgraduate Diploma in Arts in Language Education in French and

Postgraduate Diploma in Arts in Language Education in German

back to the Institute for revision in the credits area.

The Committee ALSO ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes, without confirming the titles and/or credit weighting:

Minor Awards
Certificate in Business in Club Management (Level 6)

Special Purpose Awards

Institute of Accounting Technicians in Ireland Certificate (Level 6 or above)

Certificate in CISCO-CCNA (Level 6)
Diploma in CISCO-CCNA (Level 7)

Certificate in CISCO IT Essentials (Level 6)

Diploma in CISCO Network Security 1 (Level 7)

Certificate in CompTia A+ (Level 6)

Certificate in PC Maintenance and Networking (Level 6)

7.1.4. Institute of Technology, Carlow
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.1.4. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes as specified in the document circulated:

Major Awards

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Art (Level 8)
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Early Childhood Education & Care (Level 8)

Bachelor of Arts in Sport & Exercise [Rugby] (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Sustainable Architectural Technology (Level 8)

7.1.5. Institute of Technology, Sligo
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.1.5. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes as specified in the document circulated:

Major Awards

Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Energy Management (Level 9)

Master of Science in Energy Management (Level 9)

Bachelor of Business in Financial Services (Level 7)

Higher Certificate in Arts in Custodial Care (Level 6)

Bachelor of Business in Marketing (Level 7)
Bachelor of Business in Marketing in Event Management & P.R. (Level 7)

Bachelor of Business in Marketing with Languages (Level 7)

Bachelor of Business in Marketing in International marketing (Level 7)

Higher Certificate in Business in Marketing (Level 6)

Bachelor of Business in Marketing in Services Marketing (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Marketing in Technical Sales (Level 7)

Master of Science in Marketing (Level 9)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing in Systems and Networking (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing in Database Management (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing in Software Development (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing (Level 8)

Bachelor of Engineering in Civil Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering in Mechatronics (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) in Mechanical Engineering (Level 8)

Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) in Mechatronics (Level 8)
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) in Electronic Engineering (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Medical Biotechnology (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Quantity Surveying (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science in Construction Cost Management (Level 7)

Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Biopharmaceutical Science (Level 9)

Master of Science in Biopharmaceutical Science (Level 9)

Higher Certificate in Science in Environmental Management (Level 6)

The Committee ALSO ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes, without confirmation of titles and/or credit weights:

Minor Awards

Diploma in Biopharmaceutical Science (Level 9)

Certificate in Environmental Management (Level 6)
Special Purpose Awards

Certificate in Principles of Cell Biology and Biotechnology (Level 9)
Certificate in Compost Facility Operation (Level 6)

7.1.6. Institute of Technology, Tralee
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.1.6. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes as specified in the document circulated:

Major Awards

Higher Certificate in Science in Biological and Environmental Studies (Level 6)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Science in Wildlife Biology (Level 8)

7.1.7. Letterkenny Institute of Technology

The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.1.7. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes as specified in the document circulated:

Major Awards

Bachelor of Engineering in Biomedical Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Computing with Computer Security & Digital Forensics (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood Care Health & Education (Level 7)

Higher Diploma in Arts in Vision Impairment Education (Level 8)
Bachelor of Arts in Creative Digital Media (Level 7)

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Graphic Design (Level 8)

Bachelor of Arts in Administrative Management (Level 7)

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Administrative Management (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science in Architectural Technology (Level 7)

The Committee ALSO NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum tabled as ACC/A1/7.1.7.(b) and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programme as specified in the document circulated, without confirming the title:

Minor Award
Certificate in Essential Skills (Workplace, Community and Education) (Level 6)

7.2. Title Changes under Delegation of Authority/Amendments to Orders in Council 

7.2.1. Dundalk Institute of Technology

The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.2.1 and AGREED the extension by one year, of the validation for the following programmes and the updating of the Institute’s Order in Council to reflect this:

Major Awards

Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) in Product Design Engineering (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Building Surveying (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Commercial Computing (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing in Internet Technologies (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Nursing [ACCESS] (Level 8)

7.2.2. Dún Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.2.2 and AGREED the amendment of the following programme titles and the updating of the Institute’s Order in Council to reflect this:

	Original Programme Title


	New Programme Title

	Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Computing (Multimedia Systems)
	Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Computing (Multimedia Systems/Web Engineering)

	Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Psychology Applied to Information Technology
	Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Applied Psychology


7.3. Programmatic Reviews for Approval under Delegation of Authority
7.3.1. Dundalk Institute of Technology

The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.3.1. and NOTED the revalidation of the following programmes as a result of a programmatic review:

Major Awards

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Intellectual Disability Nursing (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Psychiatric Nursing (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in Midwifery (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Nursing in General Nursing (Level 8)

Bachelor of Business in Events Management (Level 7)

7.3.2. Letterkenny Institute of Technology
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.3.2. and NOTED the revalidation of the following programmes as a result of a programmatic review:

Major Awards

Higher Certificate in Science in Information Technology Support (Level 6)
Higher Certificate in Science in Computing (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Science in Bioscience (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Science in Analytical & Forensic Science (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Science in Food Science & Nutrition (Level 6)

Bachelor of Science in Computer Games Development (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Information Technology Support (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Computing with Business Applications (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Computing in Network and Mobile Communications (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Applied Computing (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Bioscience (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Analytical & Forensic Science (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Food Science & Nutrition (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Applied Computing (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computer Services Management (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing with Network & Mobile Communications (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Nursing (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in General Nursing (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Intellectual Disability Nursing (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Psychiatric Nursing (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Bio-analytical Science (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Analytical & Forensic Science (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Food Science & Nutrition (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in Nursing in Mental Health Nursing [Adult] (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in General Nursing [Older Person] (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in Nursing: Intellectual Disability Nursing [Challenging Behaviour] (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in Nursing: Intellectual Disability Nursing [Older Person] (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Trauma & Orthopaedic Nursing (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in Nursing in Renal Nursing (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in Nursing in Accident and Emergency (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in Nursing in Critical Care (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in Peri-operative Theatre Nursing (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in Nursing in Tissue Viability and Wound Management (Level 8)

Higher Diploma in Science in Oncology Nursing (Level 8)

Master of Science in Computer Games Development (Level 9)

Higher Diploma in Arts in Financial Services Technologies (Level 8)

Master of Arts in Accounting (Level 9)
Higher Certificate in Science in Quantity Surveying (Level 6)

Bachelor of Engineering in Civil Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering in Computer Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering in Electronic Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering (Level 7)
Bachelor of Engineering in Building Services Management (Level 7)

Higher Certificate in Arts in Administrative Management (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Engineering in Building Services Engineering (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Engineering in Computer Engineering (Level 6)
Higher Certificate in Engineering in Electronic Engineering (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Engineering in Mechanical Engineering (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Science in Construction Technology (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Engineering in Civil Engineering (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Arts in Product Design (Level 6)
Higher Certificate in Arts in Graphic Design (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Arts in Business (Level 6)

Higher Certificate in Arts in Sports Development & Coaching (Level 6)

Bachelor of Arts in Law (Level 7)

Bachelor of Arts in Graphic Design (Level 7)

Bachelor of Arts in Product Design (Level 7)

Bachelor of Business (Level 7)

Bachelor of Business in International Business & Languages (Level 7)

Bachelor of Business in Sports Development and Coaching (Level 7)

Higher Certificate in Arts in Community Studies (Level 6)
Higher Certificate in Arts in Law (Level 6)

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Digital Media (Level 8)

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Law (Level 8)

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Community Development (Level 8)

Bachelor of Business (Hons) (Level 8)

Bachelor of Business (Hons) in International Business & Languages (Level 8)

Bachelor of Business (Hons) in Sports Development and Coaching (Level 8)

Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) in Embedded System Design (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science in Quantity Surveying (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Construction Technology (Level 7)

Higher Diploma in Science in Nursing: Mental Health Nursing [Older Person] (Level 8)
7.4. New Programmes for Approval

7.4.1.
Provider:
Carlow College

Programme:
Postgraduate Diploma in Arts in Equality and Diversity in the Workplace – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.1.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.

7.4.2.
Provider:
Clanwilliam Institute

Programme:
Master of Science in Systemic Psychotherapy – Major Award (Level 9)


Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Systemic Psychotherapy – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.2.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.  The Committee NOTED that Clanwilliam Institute was a new provider and the programmes listed were the first which this provider has submitted for accreditation.

7.4.3.
Provider:
Dublin Business School

Programme:
Higher Diploma in Arts in Counselling and Psychotherapy – Major Award (Level 8)


Master of Arts in Psychotherapy – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.3.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.  The Committee NOTED that the Panel of Experts chosen to assess the provider’s submission for accreditation for the programmes listed, was chaired by the Director of Centre for Child & Youth Care Learning at Athlone Institute of Technology and had in the past week tended his resignation to AIT (see minute 4 above).  The Executive had considered the Panel’s report and deliberations and reassured the Committee that this development did not change the outcome of the Panel of Experts’ decision.
The Committee NOTED that the Executive plans to review its policy on Panel Visits etc. regarding the human subject, contact with minors, and the implementation of national child protection policy.
7.4.4.
Provider:
Dublin Business School

Programme:
Bachelor of Business in Retail Management – Major Award (Level 7)
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.4.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.
7.4.5.
Provider:
Froebel College of Education

Programme:
Postgraduate Diploma in Arts in Special Education – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.5.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.  The Committee NOTED that Froebel College of Education was a new provider and the programme listed was the first which this provider has submitted for accreditation.

7.4.6.
Provider:
Griffith College, Dublin

Programme:
Bachelor of Arts in Fashion Design – Major Award (Level 7)


Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Fashion Design – Major Award (Level 8)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.6.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
7.4.7.
Provider:
Griffith College, Dublin

Programme:
Bachelor of Arts in Photographic Media – Major Award (Level 7)


Diploma in Photography – Minor Award (Level 7)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.7.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
7.4.8.
Provider:
Griffith College, Dublin

Programme:
Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Applied Digital Media – Major Award (Level 9)


Master of Science in Applied Digital Media – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.8.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
7.4.9.
Provider:
Hibernia College

Programme:
Master of Science in Financial Management and Control – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.9.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.
7.4.10.
Provider:
Irish Business and Employers Confederation (IBEC)

Programme:
Certificate in Employment Law – Special Purpose Award (Level 6)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.10.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.  The Committee NOTED that IBEC was a new provider and the programme listed was the first which this provider has submitted for accreditation.
7.4.11.
Provider:
International College Dublin, Business School (ICD)/BPP Professional Education Ireland

Programme:
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Accounting and Finance – Major Award (Level 8)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.11.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.  The Committee DIRECTED the heading at 3.2. of the Panel Report should be amended to read Recommendations rather than Conditions.  The Committee NOTED that ICD was a new provider and the programme listed was the first which this provider has submitted for accreditation.
7.4.12.
Provider:
Letterkenny Institute of Technology

Programme:
Master of Science in Marketing Practice – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.12.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.
7.4.13.
Provider:
National College of Ireland

Programme:
Postgraduate Diploma in Arts in Human Resources Management – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.13.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.
7.4.14.
Provider:
National College of Ireland

Programme:
Bachelor of Arts in Training and Development – Major Award (Level 7)


Certificate in Knowledge Economy Skills – Special Purpose Award (Level 6)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.14.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
7.4.15.
Provider:
National Counselling Institute of Ireland

Programme:
Bachelor of Arts in Counselling Skills and Addiction Studies – Major Award (Level 7)


Bachelor of Arts in Adult Guidance Counselling Studies – Major Award (Level 7)


Bachelor of Arts in Youth and Counselling Studies – Major Award (Level 7)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.15.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
7.4.16.
Provider:
SIPTU College

Programme:
Certificate in Law and Practice of Industrial Relations in Ireland – Minor Award (Level 6)


Higher Certificate in Business in the Law and Practice of Industrial Relations in Ireland – Major Award (Level 6)
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.16.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.  The Committee NOTED that SIPTU College was a new provider and the programmes listed were the first which this provider has submitted for accreditation.
7.4.17.
Provider:
St. Nicholas Montessori College

Programme:
Higher Diploma in Arts in Early Childhood Montessori Education – Major Award (Level 8)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.17.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.
7.4.18.
Provider:
The Military College

Programme:
Diploma in Leadership, Management and Defence Studies – Special Purpose Award (Level 7)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.18.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.
7.4.19.
Provider:
Tipperary Institute

Programme:
Higher Certificate in IT (Creative Multimedia) – Major Award (Level 6)


Bachelor of Science in IT (Creative Multimedia) – Major Award (Level 7)


Bachelor of Science (Hons) in IT (Creative Multimedia) – Major Award (Level 8)


Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing (Games Design and Development – Major Award (Level 8)


Higher Certificate in Science in Computing – Major Award (Level 6)


Bachelor of Science in Computing – Major Award (Level 7)


Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing (Software Development) – Major Award (Level 8)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.19.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
7.4.20.
Provider:
Tipperary Institute

Programme:
Higher Certificate in Business – Major Award (Level 6)


Bachelor of Business – Major Award (Level 7)


Bachelor of Business (Hons) – Major Award (Level 8)


Bachelor of Business in Marketing – Major Award (Level 7)


Bachelor of Business (Hons) in Marketing – Major Award (Level 8)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.20.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
7.4.21.
Provider:
Tipperary Institute

Programme:
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Accounting and Finance – Major Award (Level 8)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.21.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.
7.4.22.
Provider:
Tipperary Institute

Programme:
Bachelor of Arts in Sustainable Rural Development – Major Award (Level 7)


Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Sustainable Rural Development – Major Award (Level 8)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.22.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
7.4.23.
Provider:
Tipperary Institute

Programme:
Bachelor of Arts in Applied Social and Community Studies – Major Award (Level 7)


Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Applied Social and Community Studies – Major Award (Level 8)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.23.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
7.4.24.
Provider:
Tipperary Institute

Programme:
Bachelor of Science in Environment and Natural Resource Management – Major Award (Level 7)


Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Environment and Natural Resource Management – Major Award (Level 8)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.24.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
7.4.25.
Provider:
Tipperary Institute

Programme:
Certificate in Building Energy Rating – Special Purpose Award (Level 6)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A1/7.4.25.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.
7.5. Title Changes/Programme Amendments for Approval
7.5.1. FISC Ireland

The Committee APPROVED the programme amendments outlined in the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.5.1. including the change of programme title from Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Computing and Web Applications Development to Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Computing.
7.5.2. National College of Ireland
The Committee APPROVED the change in programme title from Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Information Services to Bachelor of Science in Business Information Systems as outlined in the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.5.2.
7.6. Programmatic Reviews for Approval
7.6.1.
National College of Ireland
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/7.5.2. and APPROVED the revalidation of the following programmes as a result of a programmatic review:

Major Awards

Master of Arts in Finance (Level 9)

Master of Arts in Human Resource Management (Level 9)

7.7. Joint Awards

7.7.1. ICWBLP/MiddlesexUniversity
The Committee NOTED the document circulated as ACC/A1/7.7.1. which outlined a possible joint award partnership between the National Centre for Work Based Learning Partnerships and Middlesex University.  The Committee ALSO NOTED that the Executive would bring this item back to the attention of the Committee once the matter had been progressed.
7.7.2. Dublin Business School/Liverpool John Moore University (LJMU)

The Committee NOTED the proposed amendment to the Memorandum of Agreement between LJMU and HETAC circulated as ACC/A1/7.7.2. and AGREED that the matter should be progressed by the Executive.
7.8. Validation of Research Degree Programmes
7.8.1. Institute of Technology, Carlow
The Committee NOTED and APPROVED the recommendation of the report, circulated as ACC/A1/7.8.1. of the Evaluation Panel that Institute of Technology, Carlow be accredited to maintain a register of postgraduate degrees at Master’s level (Level 9) and Doctoral level (Level 10) in the areas of Biotechnology and Molecular Environmental Science reflecting the expertise of the research-active academic staff subject to the standard conditions and that 

1) the Institute produce a response detailing how it will address the issues raised by the assessors and

2) accreditation be granted for a period of five years.

7.8.2. Institute of Technology, Tallaght

The Committee NOTED and APPROVED the recommendation of the report, circulated as ACC/A1/7.8.2. of the Evaluation Panel that Institute of Technology, Tallaght be accredited to maintain a postgraduate research degree register at Master’s level (Level 9) in the areas in Departments of Electronic Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Science and Computing reflecting the expertise of the research-active academic staff and at Master’s level (Level 9) and Doctoral level (Level 10) in the areas of Biology and Chemistry reflecting the expertise of the research-active academic staff subject to the standard conditions and that

1) The Institute produce a response detailing how it will address the issues raised by the assessors,

2) The Institute commit to establishing a research supervisor training programme for novice supervisors and for experienced colleagues in the 2007/2008 academic year and

3) Accreditation be granted for a period of five years.

8. Implementation of Recommendations of Review Panels
No business.

9. Advice to Council regarding matters of Academic Policy and Procedures

The Committee NOTED the discussion document on “Cross Border Education and HETAC Awards outside the State: Development of Protocol”, circulated as ACC/A1/9.1.  The Committee REQUESTED the Executive to proceed with drafting a Policy document with a view to establishing a consultation process later this year.
10. FISC Ireland Ltd. – Change of Organisation Title
The Committee NOTED and APPROVED the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A1/10.1. from FISC Ireland, requesting their new company name, Fidelity Investments, Ireland be used with immediate effect.

11. Any Other Business

The Committee REQUESTED that future meeting documentation would consist of mostly Explanatory Memorandums, with all backing documents to be provided electronically.

The Committee NOTED that the Minutes of the meetings would be circulated for comment and approval electronically between meetings due to the schedule of dates for Council Meetings.
The next meeting of the Academic Committee will take place in the Boardroom of HETAC Offices, 26/27 Denzille Lane, Dublin 2 on Monday, 15 October 2007 at 11:00 a.m.
THIS CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING.

Signed:
___________________________
Date:
_________________


Chairperson
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