ACC/M4
Academic Committee
Minutes
Minutes of the fourth meeting of the Academic Committee which took place on Monday, 3 March 2008 in the Boardroom, HETAC Offices, 26/27 Denzille Lane, Dublin 2 at 10:30 a.m.

PRESENT:
Chairperson:
Prof. Tom Boylan

Secretary:
Dr. Bryan Maguire


Ms. Bernadette Farrell


Ms. June Hosford



Mr. Tomás MacEochagáin



Rev. Darren McCallig 


Dr. Diarmuid O’Callaghan
APOLOGIES:

Dr. Carol Gibbons


Ms. Tine Holm


Ms. Marion Palmer
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Joe Cox (Item 9 - 10)

Dr. Peter Cullen (Item 2)

Ms. Karena Maguire


Mr. Liam Tracey (Item 9 - 10)

Ms. Caitríona Lawless

1. Committee Business
1.1. The Minutes of the Meeting of 21 January 2008 circulated as ACC/M3 had been circulated electronically to Committee Members and were also circulated at the Council Meeting on 4 February 2008.  The Minutes were CONFIRMED and SIGNED by the Chairperson subject to the following amendment:
2.4. Titling Convention for Minor, Special Purpose and Supplemental Awards

The final sentence in the first paragraph should read “The Committee RECOMMENDED the Titling Convention as follows:…….”

1.2. Matters Arising
The Committee NOTED that considerable discussion had taken place on matters referred by the Committee to the Council for consideration at its meeting on 4 February 2008.  The Committee REQUESTED the Executive to include ‘Summary Reports to Council’ with any documentation going forward to Council and RECOMMENDED the inclusion of ‘Matters for Noting’ and ‘Matters for Decision’ notes to accompany the Academic Committee Minutes when being circulated to Council Members.  The Committee ADVISED that the Chairperson of Council be consulted to discuss the situation relating to this and to general consultation process matters.
The Committee NOTED the letter of 18 February 2008 from the Minister for Health and Children to the Chief Executive of HETAC regarding Physical Therapists, circulated as ACC/A4/1.2.1.  The Committee NOTED that this letter related to the recent validation of Bachelor of Science in Applied Health Science at the Institute of Physical Therapy and Applied Science approved by the Committee at its meeting on Monday, 21 January 2008 (ACC/A3/9.4.1.)

2. Advice to Council regarding matters of Academic Policy and Procedures

2.1. Update on Learner Assessment Policy
The Committee NOTED the Update on Learner Assessment Policy Development, the Note of the first Meeting of the Reference Group on “Towards a New HETAC Policy on Learner Assessment Issues”, the Draft Terms of Reference for the Working Group on External Examining and the ‘Sectoral Conventions for Assessment’ draft discussion document circulated as ACC/A4/2.1.1 to ACC/A4/2.1.4 respectively.  The Committee NOTED that a Workshop on External Examining will be held on 30 April, the proceedings of which will be the genesis of a Code of Practice/Guidelines on External Examining.  The Committee DISCUSSED the draft Policy on Sectoral Conventions for Assessment and AGREED that any further comments should be forwarded directly to the Head of Research and Policy Analysis.  The Committee NOTED the intention to have this policy in place to implement for the next academic year.
2.2. IHEQN Policy on effectiveness of Quality Assurance Reviews
The Committee NOTED the IHEQN Policy on Effectiveness of Quality Assurance Reviews circulated as ACC/A4/2.2.  The Committee NOTED this Policy had been adopted by the IHEQN around the period that the Committee adopted its own Policy on the Effectiveness of QA Reviews and many of the same principles were contained in the two policy documents.
2.3. IHEQN “Ne’er the twain” publication on Professional Accreditation
The Committee NOTED the IHEQN “Ne’er the twain” publication on Professional Accreditation circulated as ACC/A4/2.3.  The Committee NOTED the document contained the proceedings of the first IHEQN Conference held in October 2006.
2.4. Information Note on the National Framework of Qualifications Implementation and Impact Study
The Committee NOTED the Information Note on the National Framework of Qualifications Implementation and Impact Study, the Terms of Reference for the Study and the list of Study Team Members circulated as ACC/A4/2.4.  The Committee NOTED that the Study Group had met in the past week and that HETAC is charged with producing a Sectoral Report which will appear on the Agenda for a future Academic Committee Meeting.
2.5. Benchmarking Project between Three External Quality Assurance Agencies
The Committee NOTED the Information Note on Three Agency Benchmark Study circulated as ACC/A4/2.5.1.  The Committee also NOTED the Report of the Study circulated as ACC/A4/2.5.2. which provided an interesting contrast and comparison between HETAC and 2 other international QA Agencies, the Accreditation, Certification and Quality Assurance in Germany (ACQUIN) and the Australian Universities Quality Agency (AUQA).
2.6.
HETAC Research Agenda
The Committee NOTED the Information Note on HETAC’s Research Agenda, circulated as ACC/A4/2.6.  The Committee NOTED the various projects in this area which HETAC intends to devote attention to in the coming year.  These projects include co-organisation of an international conference dealing with research in support of a Code of Practice on Practice-based Research in the Arts, research in support of Guidelines on Effective Practice in External Examining and the review, design and testing of methods for the assessment of the change in learners that is caused by higher education and training both from developmental and sociological perspectives.  The Committee NOTED that a 2 year contract post for a Post Doctorate Research Assistant had been recently advertised, to assist with these projects.
3. Academic Quality Enhancement Guidelines
No business.
4. Awards Standards 
4.1. Update on Draft Standards for Complementary Therapies

The Committee NOTED the update on the Draft Standards for Complementary Therapies tabled at the meeting as ACC/A4/4.1.  The Committee NOTED that Draft Standards for Complementary Therapies had been developed last Summer and Council requested further consultation be carried out with Registrars of Universities and the Royal College of Surgeons.  The Committee NOTED that responses had been received from the majority of those consulted, a summary of which was included in the document tabled and also NOTED that the matter was to be raised at the IUA Meeting of Registrars on Monday, 28 January 2008, a response from which is expected shortly.  The Committee SUGGESTED further examination of the accreditation of this area overseas should take place.
5. Recognition of Professional Awards 
5.1. The Committee NOTED the Memorandum of Understanding between the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) and HETAC circulated as ACC/A4/5.1. a result of which, is the recognition by the CIOB of Level 8 (and higher) cognate construction degree programmes accredited by HETAC as fulfilling the academic requirements for corporate membership of the CIOB.
6. Institutional Review Reports
No business.
7. Implementation of Recommendations of Review Panels
No business.

8. Quality Assurance Procedures for Agreement
8.1. The Committee NOTED the report of the meeting of the Quality Assurance Agreement Panel on 24 January 2008, circulated as ACC/A4/8.1.  The Committee NOTED that upon receipt of notification of agreement of a new Provider’s Quality Assurance Procedures, the new Provider is also given notification of a deadline of 4 months from that date for submission of a programme for validation.
8.2. The Committee NOTED the letter of 14 February 2008 from Tadhg Ó hÉalaithe, Director of Corporate Services to the Director of Academic Affairs circulated as ACC/A4/8.1.2. confirming the satisfaction of the QA Panel’s Chairperson to the steps taken by the Ballyfermot College of Further Education to the recommendations made by the QA Panel at its meeting of 6 September 2007. 
8.3. The Committee NOTED the letter of 14 February 2008 from Tadhg Ó hÉalaithe, Director of Corporate Services to the Director of Academic Affairs circulated as ACC/A4/8.1.3. confirming the satisfaction of the QA Panel’s Chairperson to the steps taken by the Dublin International Foundation College to the recommendations made by the QA Panel at its meeting of 5 December 2007.
8.4. The Committee NOTED the letter of 14 February 2008 from Tadhg Ó hÉalaithe, Director of Corporate Services to the Director of Academic Affairs circulated as ACC/A4/8.1.4. confirming the satisfaction of the QA Panel’s Chairperson to the steps taken by the Ennis International Business School to the recommendations made by the QA Panel at its meeting of 5 December 2007.
8.5. The Committee NOTED the letter of 14 February 2008 from Tadhg Ó hÉalaithe, Director of Corporate Services to the Director of Academic Affairs circulated as ACC/A4/8.1.5. confirming the satisfaction of the QA Panel’s Chairperson to the steps taken by the National Council for the Blind in Ireland to the recommendations made by the QA Panel at its meeting of 5 December 2007.
9. Validation of Programmes of Higher Education and Training
9.1. Newly Validated Programmes under Delegation of Authority
The Committee has NOTED that a policy on the determination of credits for particular minor awards which may be operated at several Institutes of Technology with variances in the credit weightings, will be developed shortly.  Conventions for the titling of Minor and Special Purpose Awards are also subject to ongoing national discussions.  Programme titles should be considered provisional.
9.1.1. Institute of Technology, Carlow
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A4/9.1.1. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes as specified in the document circulated:
Major Awards

Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Architectural Technology (Level 8)
Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Software Development (Level 8) with Embedded Standards leading to Exit Awards: Higher Certificate in Science in Computing in Commercial Programming (Level 6) and Bachelor of Science in Software Development (Level 7).
9.1.2. Dundalk Institute of Technology

The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A4/9.1.2. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programme as specified in the document circulated:

Major Award
Master of Business in Software Entrepreneurship (Level 9)

9.2. Title Changes under Delegation of Authority/Amendments to Orders in Council 

No business.
9.3. Programmatic Reviews for Approval under Delegation of Authority
9.3.1. Institute of Technology, Carlow
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A4/9.3.1. and NOTED the revalidation of the following programme as a result of a programmatic review:

Major Award
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Marketing Practice (Level 8)

9.4. New Providers – First Programme(s) for Approval

9.4.1. Provider:
Grafton College of Management Sciences
Programme:
Higher Certificate in Business – Major Award (Level 6)
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A4/9.4.1. together with some background information on the provider.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.

The Committee NOTED that the Grafton College of Management Sciences was a new provider and the programme listed was the first which this provider has submitted for accreditation.

9.4.2. Provider:
SQT Training Ltd.

Programme:
Certificate in Process Engineering – Special Purpose Award (Level 8)

Certificate in Process Engineering (Service and Transaction) – Special Purpose Award (Level 8)

Certificate in Process Engineering - Special Purpose Award (Level 7)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A4/9.4.2. together with some background information on the provider.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.

The Committee NOTED that SQT Training Ltd. was a new provider and the programmes listed were the first which this provider has submitted for accreditation.

9.4.3. Provider:
Irish Payroll Association (IPASS)

Programme:
Certificate in Payroll Techniques – Special Purpose Award (Level 6)

Certificate in Payroll Management – Special Purpose Award (Level 6)
Certificate in VAT Techniques – Special Purpose Award (Level 6)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A4/9.4.3. together with some background information on the provider.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.

The Committee NOTED that the Irish Payroll Association was a new provider and the programmes listed were the first which this provider has submitted for accreditation.

9.5. New Programmes for Approval

9.5.1.
Provider:
Irish Business and Employers Confederation (IBEC)
Programme:
Certificate in Industrial Relations – Special Purpose Award (Level 6)

Certificate in Employment Law – Special Purpose Award (Level 7)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A4/9.5.1.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
9.5.2.
Provider:
Dún Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology
Programme:
Postgraduate Diploma in Arts in Digital Media – Major Award (Level 9)

Master of Arts in Digital Media – Major Award (Level 9)

Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Digital Media – Major Award (Level 9)
Master of Science in Digital Media – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A4/9.5.2.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.
9.5.3.
Provider:
The American College, Dublin, Delaware Campus

Programme:
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in International Business – Major Award (Level 8)

Master of Business in International Business – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A4/9.5.3.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programmes.  The Committee NOTED that a site visit had taken place to the Delaware Campus of The American College, Dublin.  The Committee NOTED that the provision of the programmes at the Delaware Campus would be under the control of The American College, Dublin and as such Quality Assurance procedures for The American College, Dublin will be applicable and The American College, Dublin is responsible for the hiring of the academic staff involved in the delivery of the programme.  The Committee also NOTED that The American College, Delaware is accredited by the Accrediting Council of Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS) and is in the process of applying for institutional accreditation from the Middle States Commission on Higher Education in the United States.
9.5.4.
Provider:
Irish Management Institute

Programme:
Certificate in Core Management Skills – Special Purpose Award (Level 7)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A4/9.5.4.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.

9.6. Title Changes/Programme Amendments for Approval
No business.
9.7. Programmatic Reviews for Approval
No business.
9.8. Joint Awards

No business.
9.9. Validation of Research Degree Programmes
No business.
10. Amendment to Organisation Title
No business.
11. Any Other Business

No business.
The next meeting of the Academic Committee will take place in the Boardroom of HETAC Offices, 26/27 Denzille Lane, Dublin 2 on Monday, 28 April 2008 at 10:30 a.m.
THIS CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING.

Signed:
___________________________
Date:
_________________


Chairperson
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