ACC/M3
Academic Committee
Minutes of the third meeting of the Academic Committee which took place on Monday, 21 January 2008 in the Boardroom, HETAC Offices, 26/27 Denzille Lane, Dublin 2 at 10:30 a.m.

PRESENT:
Chairperson:
Prof. Tom Boylan

Secretary:
Dr. Bryan Maguire


Ms. Tine Holm


Ms. June Hosford



Mr. Tomás MacEochagáin



Dr. Diarmuid O’Callaghan



Ms. Marion Palmer

APOLOGIES:

Ms. Bernadette Farrell



Dr. Carol Gibbons


Rev. Darren McCallig 
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Joe Cox (Item 9 - 10)

Dr. Peter Cullen


Ms. Karena Maguire

Ms. Mary Sheridan (Items 4 – 10)

Mr. Liam Tracey (Item 9 - 10)

Ms. Caitríona Lawless

1. Committee Business
1.1.
The Minutes of the Meeting of 15 October 2007 circulated as ACC/M2 had been confirmed electronically and were circulated at the Council Meeting on 3 December 2007 and were signed by the Chairperson at today’s meeting.
1.2. Matters Arising
ACC/M2 Item 3

The Committee at its Meeting on 15 October 2007 REQUESTED the Executive to investigate the possibility of adding a new award type to the National Framework of Qualifications.  The Committee NOTED that while this addition was not an option in the short term, the Executive would ensure that the matter is raised with the Qualifications Authority in the context of the upcoming Study of the Implementation and Impact of the National Qualifications Framework.

The Committee also REQUESTED the Executive to include on the HETAC website, a clarification regarding the alignment of professional qualifications at Level 9 of the National Framework of Qualifications.
ACC/A2 Item 7.4.

The Committee at its Meeting on 15 October 2007 APPROVED two programmes to be run at the American College of Higher Education, Sri Lanka/American College, Dublin and REQUESTED the Executive to independently consult with other quality assurance bodies or accreditors dealing with ACHE.  The Committee NOTED that the Executive is still awaiting documentation on this follow up.
ACC/A2 Item 7.7.

The Committee at its Meeting on 15 October 2007 NOTED that the King’s Inns qualification requirements for admission to its programmes now include providers and/or programmes recognised or validated by HETAC.
2. Advice to Council regarding matters of Academic Policy and Procedures

2.1. Draft Policy on Collaborative Provision Overseas
The Committee NOTED the Consultation Draft Policy document on Joint Awards, Collaborative Provision and Cross-Border Programmes Policy and Criteria circulated as ACC/A3/2.1.  The Committee WELCOMED the draft policy document and following discussion, REQUESTED the Executive to commence the consultation process on the policy document.
2.2. Draft Policy on Special Monitoring of New Providers

The Committee NOTED the Draft Policy on Support and Monitoring of New Providers circulated as ACC/A3/2.2.  The Committee NOTED that while HETAC is continually monitoring new providers both through formal and informal methods, it was felt that there was a need to formalise the policy involved.  The Committee REQUESTED the Executive to commence the consultation process on the policy document circulated and NOTED that a draft policy formalising the monitoring of established providers would be placed before the Committee for its consideration at a future Meeting.  The Committee NOTED that some discussions had recently taken place on a tripartite level regarding the possible establishment of a National Advisory Service which would provide support to new providers, both in the Further and Higher Education and Training sectors.  
2.3. Recognition of Prior Learning

The Committee NOTED the Update on the Recognition of Prior Learning and the Recognition Policy, Criteria and Process for a Direct Application to HETAC for a Named Award circulated as ACC/A3/2.3.(a) and (b).  The Committee NOTED that Direct Application Awards are now referred to as ‘Learner Portfolio Awards’ and also NOTED that the Executive has engaged, on a pilot basis, an established provider to undertake the assessment of a candidate for a Learner Portfolio Award.  The Committee NOTED that the Executive would put in place stringent guidelines should it decide to delegate this assessment process to providers on a wider scale.  The Committee REQUESTED the Executive to prepare a plan for its Meeting on 3 March 2008, on Learner Portfolio Awards, to include development of a code of practice, advertisement suggestions, costings etc.
2.4. Titling Convention for Minor, Special Purpose and Supplemental Awards
The Committee NOTED the Explanatory Memorandum and Recommendations on Titling Convention for Minor, Special Purpose and Supplemental Awards circulated as ACC/A3/2.4.  The Committee RECOMMENDED the Titling Convention as follows:

· All Minor, Special Purpose and Supplemental Awards at Levels 7 to 10 with ECTS credit volume under 60 credits to commence with the title “CERTIFICATE”.

· All Minor, Special Purpose and Supplemental Awards at Levels 7 to 10 with ECTS credit volume of 60 credits or more to commence with the title “DIPLOMA”.

· All Minor, Special Purpose and Supplemental Awards at Level 6 to commence with the title “CERTIFICATE” and

· Guidelines on titling conventions in general to be developed for providers.

The Committee NOTED that to date, no applications for the validation of Supplemental Awards had been received by HETAC.
2.5. HETAC Engagement with the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment

The Committee NOTED the Information Note on HETAC’s Engagement with the NCCA circulated as ACC/A3/2.5.  The Committee WELCOMED HETAC’s representation on the NCCA committees and boards.
3. Academic Quality Enhancement Guidelines
No business.
4. Awards Standards 
4.1. Complementary Therapies

The Committee NOTED the oral update on the Consultation with the Registrars of Universities on the Draft Standards for Complementary Therapies.  The Committee NOTED that while some responses were still outstanding, the Executive had been informed that the matter would be discussed at a meeting of University Registrars on Monday next, 28 January 2008.  The Committee NOTED that some of the replies received were of the opinion that unless the programmes submitted in the Complementary Therapies area were evidence based, the programmes should not go the Degree route nor should the title Bachelor of Science be used unless the programme shows clear evidence of a science base.  The Committee NOTED that a further update on this consultation process would be brought to its attention at the next Academic Committee Meeting.
4.2. Standards for Humanities

The Committee NOTED the document on the Development of Standards for Humanities circulated as ACC/A3/4.2.  Following the request of the Committee at its meeting of 16 July 2007, that the Executive consider the development of standards in the Humanities/Arts area, the Committee NOTED the recommendation of the Executive to develop standards for Social Care and REQUESTED that standards for the Humanities area also be developed.
4.3. Higher Doctorate – Award Standard, Policy and Assessment
The Committee NOTED the Explanatory Memorandum and Higher Doctorate Standard and Policy Outline circulated as ACC/A3/4.3.  The Committee REFERRED the Higher Doctorate to Council for adoption and REQUESTED that the Executive proceed in this area with care to avoid undervaluing existing awards at this level.
5. Recognition of Professional Awards for Alignment with National Framework of Qualifications 
No business.
6. Institutional Review Reports
The Committee NOTED the Explanatory Memorandum and the Report on the Review of the Quality Assurance at the National College of Ireland (NCI) circulated as ACC/A3/6.1.(a) and (b).  The Committee also NOTED the Progress Report submitted by NCI and tabled at the meeting as ACC/A3/6.1.(c).  The Committee commended NCI in inviting HETAC to conduct a review of its Quality Assurance Procedures.
7. Implementation of Recommendations of Review Panels
No business.

8. Quality Assurance Procedures for Agreement
The Committee NOTED the report of the meeting of the Quality Assurance Agreement Panel on 5 December 2007, circulated as ACC/A3/8.1. and NOTED the Panel’s recommendation of agreement to the Quality Assurance Procedures for SQT Training Ltd. subject to the requirements listed in the minutes and a revised document being sent to HETAC.
The Committee NOTED that new provider applications were still being processed under the existing HETAC policy.  The Committee also NOTED that a draft Policy on New Providers had been referred by the Committee at its meeting on 15 October 2007 for consultation.  The Committee ASKED Council to consider the adoption of the draft Policy following consultation, as a matter of urgency.  The Committee SUGGESTED that the Executive should advise providers seeking accreditation that a new policy would be coming on line shortly and that new providers who have under gone the QA agreement process should be advised that a submission for programme validation should be made to HETAC as soon as possible following the finalisation of their QA procedures.
The Committee NOTED the letter of 5 December 2007 circulated as ACC/A3/8.2., from Professor Don McCloy, Chairperson of the External Panel for the review of the Quality Assurance Procedures for FÁS, to Mr. Séamus Puirséil, Chief Executive of HETAC.  The Committee also NOTED that following the assessment of the Quality Assurance Manual submitted by FÁS, by the QA Agreement Panel, FÁS was requested to submit an augmented document in response to the Panel’s findings.    The Committee NOTED that this document had been received and review by the Panel Chair and deemed to meet the requests of the Panel.
9. Validation of Programmes of Higher Education and Training
9.1. Newly Validated Programmes under Delegation of Authority
The Committee has NOTED that a policy on the determination of credits for particular minor awards which may be operated at several Institutes with variances in the credit weightings, will be developed shortly.  Conventions for the titling of Minor and Special Purpose Awards are also subject to ongoing national discussions.  Programme titles should be considered provisional.
The Committee NOTED that backing documentation for some of the Institutes of Technology which had been requested was received after papers had been circulated to Committee Members and was tabled at today’s meeting.

9.1.1. Dundalk Institute of Technology
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A3/9.1.1. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programmes as specified in the document circulated:
Major Awards

Bachelor of Business in Marketing (Level 7)
Higher Certificate in Business in Marketing (Level 6)
Master of Arts in Accounting and Finance (Level 9)

Bachelor of Business (Honours) in Marketing (Level 8)
9.1.2. Limerick Institute of Technology

The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A3/9.1.2. and ORDERED that authority be delegated to the above Institute for the following programme, without confirming the titles and/or credit weighting, as specified in the document circulated:

Special Purpose Award
Certificate in Building Energy Rating (Level 6)

9.2. Title Changes under Delegation of Authority/Amendments to Orders in Council 

No business.
9.3. Programmatic Reviews for Approval under Delegation of Authority
9.3.1. Institute of Technology, Sligo
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A3/9.3.1. and NOTED the revalidation of the following programmes as a result of a programmatic review:

Major Awards

Bachelor of Arts in Interior Architecture (Level 7)

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Interior Architecture (Level 8)

Higher Certificate in Science in Construction (Level 6)
Bachelor of Science in Construction Management (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science in Quantity Surveying (Level 7) (title changed from Bachelor of Science in Construction Cost Management)

Bachelor of Science in Quantity Surveying (Level 7)

Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Quantity Surveying (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Quantity Surveying (Level 8)

Higher Certificate in Engineering in Civil Engineering (Level 6)

Bachelor of Engineering in Civil Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering in Civil and Water Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) in Civil Engineering (Level 8)

Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) in Civil Engineering (Level 8)

Higher Certificate in Engineering in Mechanical Engineering (Level 6)

Bachelor of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering (Level 7)
Bachelor of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) in Mechanical Engineering (Level 8)
Higher Certificate in Engineering in Mechatronics (Level 6)

Bachelor of Engineering in Mechatronics (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering in Mechatronics (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) in Mechatronics (Level 8)

Higher Certificate in Engineering in Electronic Engineering (Level 6)

Bachelor of Engineering in Electronic Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering in Electronic Engineering (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) in Electronic Engineering (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science in Manufacturing Management (Level 7)

Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) in Product Design (Level 8)

Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Energy Management (Level 9)

Master of Science in Energy Management (Level 9)

Bachelor of Science in Quality Engineering (Level 7) (title changed from Bachelor of Science in Manufacturing and Quality Engineering)

Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Quality Management and Technology (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Quality Management and Technology (Level 8)

Bachelor of Science in Quality (Level 7)

Higher Diploma in Science in Quality (Level 8)

Master of Science in Quality (Level 9)

9.3.2. Dún Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology
The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A3/9.3.2. together with additional documentation tabled at the meeting and NOTED the revalidation of the following programmes as a result of a programmatic review:

Major Awards

Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Applied Psychology (Level 8) (title changed from Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Psychology Applied to Information Technology)
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Photography (Level 8)

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Business Studies and Arts Management (Level 8)

Bachelor of Business in Enterprise (Level 7)

9.4. New Providers – First Programme(s) for Approval

9.4.1. Provider:
Institute of Physical Therapy and Applied Science

Programme:
Bachelor of Science in Applied Health Science – Major Award (Level 7)
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A3/9.4.1.(a) and (b) and also NOTED the letter of 17 January 2008 from the Director of the Institute of Physical Therapy and Applied Science tabled as ACC/A3/9.4.1.(c).
The Committee was BRIEFED on the background to the Programme Validation Panel’s recommendations and outcome regarding the Programme Title agreed by the Provider and AGREED with the proposed title of “Bachelor of Science in Applied Health Science”.
The Committee NOTED that the Institute of Physical Therapy and Applied Science was a new provider and the programme listed was the first which this provider has submitted for accreditation.
9.5. New Programmes for Approval

9.5.1.
Provider:
Dún Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology
Programme:
Master of Arts in Broadcast Production for Radio and Television – Major Award (Level 9)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A3/9.5.1.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.
9.5.2.
Provider:
Institute of Business and Technology, Swords
Programme:
Bachelor of Business – Major Award (Level 7)

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated as ACC/A3/9.5.2.  The Committee APPROVED the specified programme.
9.6. Title Changes/Programme Amendments for Approval
9.6.1. HSI Limerick Business School
The Committee APPROVED the following programme title amendments and award reclassifications (Minor to Special Purpose) as outlined in the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A3/9.6.1.:

	Current Programme Title
	New Programme Title

	Certificate in Business in Intercultural

Studies

Minor Award (Programme codes HS010)

	Certificate in European Business

Management

Special Purpose Award 

(Programme Code HS010)


	Certificate in Business in Intercultural

Studies

Minor Award (Programme codes HS012)
 - provided at outreach centre
	Certificate in European Business

Management

Special Purpose Award 

(Programme Code HS012)
- provided at outreach centre




9.6.2. Carlow College 
The Committee APPROVED the addition of an elective subject ‘Supervisory Theory and Practice’ to the programme schedule of the Bachelor of Arts in Applied Social Studies in Social Care for intakes in 2006 as outlined in the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A3/9.6.2.
9.7. Programmatic Reviews for Approval
9.7.1. Joint Award – HETAC and the University of Ulster

The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A3/9.7.1. and APPROVED the revalidation of the following programmes as a result of a programmatic review:

Major Awards

Master of Science in Innovation Management in the Public Service (Level 9)

Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Innovation Management in the Public Service (Level 9)
The Committee NOTED that a minor discrepancy between the original Memorandum of Understanding between the providers and subsequent programmatic review concerning the use of the terms ‘public sector’ and ‘public service’ had been clarified.
9.7.2. National College of Ireland

The Committee NOTED the content of the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A3/9.7.2. and NOTED the revalidation of the following programme as a result of a programmatic review:

Major Awards

Master of Arts in Human Resource Management (Level 9)

9.8. Joint Awards

No business.
9.9. Validation of Research Degree Programmes
9.9.1. National College of Ireland

The Committee NOTED the Panel Report on the request by NCI for approval to submit on a case by case basis, applications for the registration of PhD Programmes in Technology-enhanced Learning provided by its Department of Informatics circulated as ACC/A3/9.9.1.  The Committee complemented the Executive on the Panel appointed and the clear and detailed report produced.  The Committee APPROVED the application of NCI for approval to submit applications for registration of PhD Programmes in Technology-enhanced Learning provided by its Department of Informatics on a case by case basis, subject to the provisos of the evaluation panel as set out in the panel’s report.
9.9.2. Update on Review of Research Processes for Case-by-Case Research Applications

The Committee NOTED the update on the Review of Research Processes for Case-by-Case Research Applications, tabled as ACC/A3/9.9.2.
10. Amendment to Organisation Title
The Committee NOTED the Explanatory Memorandum circulated as ACC/A3/10 from ICD Business School, requesting a change of organisation title from:

‘International College Dublin/BPP Professional Education Ireland’

to 

‘ICD Business School/BPP Professional Education’ with immediate effect.
11. Any Other Business

No business.
The next meeting of the Academic Committee will take place in the Boardroom of HETAC Offices, 26/27 Denzille Lane, Dublin 2 on Monday, 3 March 2008 at 10:30 a.m.
THIS CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING.

Signed:
___________________________
Date:
_________________


Chairperson
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